
StAMP Virtual Conservatoire: 20 March 2021, 1400-1600  
 

Yoga, jazz, 19th century music, historical gems, and sonic adventures! 
 
 
 
The University of St Andrews will continue its StAMP Virtual Conservatoire programme this spring with 
a multifaceted session delivered by its renowned team of tutors (including the University’s ensemble 
in residence, The Wallace Collection) and special guests Russell Gray, Tracey Redfern and Andrew 
Knight-Hill. The session is co-promoted with the Royal Irish Academy of Music and New Music Dublin 
and is one of their launch events for their new initiative to support composers and brass players across 
the island of Ireland.  
 
Participants of any age and ability are welcome to join the Virtual Conservatoire no matter where they 
are from. The whole experience lasts just two hours and participants are welcome to join those parts 
they are most interested in or most suited to.  The session commences with a short yoga breathing 
session delivered by yoga practitioner Shams Abu-Tayeh and jazz pianist Richard Michael teaching 
everyone a tune to play by ear. Music for play along sessions will be drawn from the Cyfarthfa Band 
repertory, the 19th century Welsh band whose music was rediscovered in the 1980s by musicologist 
Trevor Herbert and The Wallace Collection but remains relatively unknown.  Stuart Harris Logan from 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland will share what he does as the archivist for one of the most 
significant brass instrument collections in the United Kingdom as well as some of the other historical 
manuscripts and gems from deep in the RCS archives.  
 
These historical insights will be complemented by a focus on contemporary playing techniques: 
members of The Wallace Collection will share some of the more ‘adventurous’ ways of playing brass 
instruments that are beyond traditional extended techniques, but in some cases still some 200 years 
old. Joining them in this exploration of sonic possibilities will be Andrew Knight Hill from the University 
of Greenwich, who will live and in real-time, use freely available low latency audio networking to do 
electronic processing (again using freely available software) of The Wallace Collection players.  John 
Wallace will share his thoughts as to how socially distanced and online music making are also a sonic 
adventure that we can all learn to enjoy.   
 
A new feature of the Virtual Conservatoire will be the ‘ask me anything’ session with Russell Gray and 
Tracey Redfern. Russell and Tracey between them have vast experience in brass bands and orchestral 
brass: participants can ask questions about anything – conducting, teaching, adjudicating; as well as 
playing historical music, new music and everything in-between.  
 
StAMP Director Bede Williams commented: ‘we have now had well over 400 musicians from around 
the world join our virtual conservatoire. Everyone seems to really value the diversity of what we’re 
offering and that it is all tightly packed into two hours. I’m particularly excited this time to be 
partnering with the Royal Irish Academy of Music and New Music Dublin: we’re going to be trying 
some adventurous things, including doing the virtual side-by-side with The Wallace Collection playing 
live over low latency audio networking. The technology for doing this now is readily available and 
stable, but it is still a bit of an adventure!”  
 
For more information, to register to attend (and submit questions for Russell Gray and Tracey 
Redfern), visit: https://stamp.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/virtual/ 
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