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Welcome to the 
Royal Irish Academy 
of Music. 
We offer gifted artists a nurturing musical 
education in one of Europe’s oldest and 
most prestigious conservatoires.  

The RIAM provides individually tailored and industry-
focussed music education in Ireland's newest campus 
in the heart of Dublin. 
Students enjoy unparalleled performance opportunities 
and the most one-to-one tutor hours of any music 
conservatory in Europe.

‘I was inspired by my teacher to believe that I could be the best. From Day One, 
she devoted so much of her time and gave me advice on the music profession 
that I follow to this day. The RIAM is a very special place and certainly gave me 
great opportunities; but it also gave me great confidence in myself and that is 
priceless.’ 

Tara Erraught, BA in Music (Vocal Studies)
Lead roles with the Bavarian State Opera, Vienna State Opera & La Scala, Milan
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Heads of Faculty
RIAM faculty includes international performing artists, principals with our national orchestras, 
multiple international prizewinners and renowned recording artists.
For details on each staff member, visit riam.ie

Professor Colma Brioscú MA, BA, FTCL, LTCL

Head of Keyboard 
Colma studied piano with John O’Conor and Valerie Walker at the RIAM, joining 
the staff in 1986. Colma has been a jury member for the Dublin International 
Piano Competition and regularly gives masterclasses and adjudicates at festivals 
all over Ireland. Colma was a regular performer at the National Concert Hall from 
1986, has broadcast on Irish National Radio and Television, and has recorded 
many of the miniature works for piano on CD.

Professor David Collins BMus, PGDip (Perf), MMus

Head of Wind, Brass & Percussion
David studied trumpet at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, the Sibelius 
Academy, and completed an MMus in Trumpet at the RIAM. David performs 
regularly with the Irish Chamber Orchestra, RTÉ National Symphony and RTÉ 
Concert Orchestra. He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the National 
Youth Orchestra of Ireland and the International Trumpet Guild. David is the 
Artistic Director of Dublin Brass Week, Ireland’s international brass festival. 

Professor Sarah Sew MMus, BMus, DipRAM, LRAM, ARAM

Head of Strings
Sarah appears worldwide as a guest concertmaster, director and soloist, and has 
performed with BBC Symphony Orchestra, RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra, 
English Symphony Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra, London Chamber 
Orchestra and London Sinfonietta, and has recorded major film, television and 
video games scores at Abbey Road, Air and Angel Studios in London. Sarah 
studied with Maurice Hasson and Howard Davis at the Royal Academy of Music 
in London, and Friedemann Eichhorn at the Hochschule für Musik Franz Liszt 
Weimar.

Professor Kathleen Tynan BEd, LTCL

Head of Vocal Studies & Opera
Kathleen studied at the RIAM and Guildhall School of Music and Drama. She 
made her début with Wexford Festival Opera and represented Ireland at the 
Cardiff Singer of the World Competition. She has broadcast recitals for RTÉ 
Radio and BBC Radio Ulster, and has sung roles with Opera Ireland, OTC, 
Anna Livia Opera, D’Oyly Carte and Carl Rosa Opera. Kathleen has been guest 
soloist with the RTÉ National Symphony Orchestra, RTÉ Concert Orchestra, 
Ulster Orchestra, London Festival Orchestra, Northern Sinfonia, BBC Concert 
Orchestra, L’Orchèstre Philharmonie de Lorraine and Bergische Symphoniker. 

Access Course 
A 1-year programme for gifted 
singers & instrumentalists to take 
a gap year between secondary 
school (high school) and a bachelor’s 
degree. 

Students receive tuition on 
instrument/voice and study history of 
music, composition and aural training 
aimed at developing a fully rounded 
performing musician.

Bachelor in Music
Our 4-year BMus programme is a 
flexible degree designed for modern 
performers and composers. 

BMus blends principal instrumental 
or vocal study with performance 
opportunities, masterclasses, 
academic studies and career skills 
to equip you with all the necessary 
experience to reach your full potential 
as a professional musician and/or 
composer. 

Diploma in Music 
Teaching & Performance 
Train full-time or part-time to a high 
level in performance and pedagogy, 
allowing you to teach your instrument/
voice while gaining a wide musical 
knowledge in performance and 
musicianship. 

This diploma can act as a direct 
pathway to year 2 BMus study or 
a qualification for postgraduate 
students who didn’t specialise in music 
performance to join the Master in 
Music Performance. 

Programmes

Undergraduate 

Postgraduate 
Master in Music 
Performance 
A 2-year programme for students 
with a Bechelor's degree who wish to 
pursue their studies in instrumental 
or voice performance. 

The MMusPerf Programme attracts 
instrumentalists and vocalists 
who have achieved a high level of 
technical and musical skills in their 
undergraduate studies.

Doctor in Music 
Performance
The 4-year Doctor in Music 
Performance degree for students 
with a Master's degree provides 
a qualification of prestige and 
excellence in musical performance 
and research. 

The key distinguishing feature of 
the DMusPerf is that it is intended 
to enable candidates to make a 
contribution to the advancement of 
knowledge of professional practice in 
their own field of music. 

Recital Artist 
Diploma
Running from one to three years, the 
RIAM Recital Artist Diploma allows 
post-graduate students to immerse 
themselves in a performance-based 
programme without academic 
classes. This gives you the flexibility 
to decide how long you wish to 
undertake the course for, depending 
on your musical goals. 

Develop advanced technique 
to perform demanding musical 
repertoire to a professional standard 
with confidence and a sense of 
individual artistry.



Study in Dublin

Dublin is the capital of Ireland, and, post-Brexit, is the only 
English-speaking country in the Eurozone. With a city population 
of about 1.7 million, Dublin is known for the friendliness of its 
people, the beauty of its 18th and 19th century architecture which 
sits happily beside more daring and modern urban buildings, and 
its appreciation of the arts. The city is home to tons of wonderful 
museums and galleries – many of which are free to visit. 

If you decide to study in Dublin, you won’t be alone. The city 
is home to thousands of students from all over the world.
According to the Irish Universities Association, more than 32,000 
international students currently study in Ireland.

Full-time RIAM students have full access to 
Trinity College Dublin’s impressive 120+ societies 
and clubs. You can have the university social 
experience, combined with the intensity of the 
conservatoire education. From arts, culture, politics 
and debating to gaming, advocacy and music, you 
are sure to find your niche.

For in-house social events and gatherings, RIAM’s 
active Student Union is the group to join. They plan 
everything from Hallowe’en & Christmas Parties 
to end of term celebrations. Through RIAMSU 
activities, our students meet up, socialise, stay 
connected and enjoy life in one of the most vibrant 
capital cities in Europe. 
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RIAM Philharmonia 
This 60-member ensemble 
maintains a busy performing 
& touring schedule at home 
& abroad. It has a growing 
reputation that has attracted 
distinguished guest conductors 
from all over the world, inlcuding 
Kenneth Montgomery, Gerhard 
Markson, Andrew Mogrelia, Jonas 
Alber, Atso Almila, Michel Galante, 
Gerhard Markson, Christian 
Curnyn, Mihhail Gerts & Chloé van 
Soeterstède. 

Unparalleled Performance 
Opportunities

RIAM Opera
Our critically-acclaimed fully-
staged annual opera features 
singing students across all 
courses performing to sold-out 
audiences. 

With a professional conductor, 
director and design team, the 
RIAM Opera is a challenging 
and inspirational experience 
for all singers. Additional opera 
scene performances & works are 
presented during the year. 

ChamberFest 
ChamberFest Dublin is an annual 
festival featuring over 40 chamber 
music groups in 15 concerts in 
multiple venues across Dublin. 

The programming of ChamberFest 
Dublin is a collaborative process, 
with students forming their 
own chamber music groups, 
researching and choosing 
repertoire under the mentorship of 
their coaches.

RIAM Chorale 
This 50-member group is of the 
highest quality and performs a 
calendar of challenging works from 
the large-scale choral repertoire. 
Generally accompanied by the 
RIAM Chamber Orchestra, this 
group has performed in Ireland’s 
major venues. 

RIAM Percussion 
Ensemble
The Ensemble is directed by 
Richard O’Donnell, RTÉ National 
Symphony Orchestra's Principal 
Percussionist. It has a strong 
commitment to presenting 
contemporary music to a wide 
audience in leading venues around 
the country, and enjoys regular 
tours to the US. 

International Touring
RIAM orchestras and ensembles 
fly the Irish classical music flag 
in the United Kingdom, France, 
Germany Spain, Norway, 
Switzerland, The Americas, Korea, 
China and Japan. 

Our musical ambassadors have 
played public concerts in some 
of the world’s finest concert halls, 
including Carnegie Hall and 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham. 
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Alumni 

Understanding Funding
When considering how to pay for university education the first step is to understand 
what kinds of funding aids are available. There are five main sources of funding for EU 
students who study at the RIAM  

1. Scholarships 
Scholarships are a type of financial aid that doesn’t need to be repaid. RIAM offers a number of scholarships 
based on the ranking of applicants at audition. We also assess your willingness to take on administrative or 
teaching assistance work, and your aptitude for the work.

2. Tuition Waiver
Tuition waivers pay for a portion of a student’s tuition

3. Free Tuition Fees 
Under the Irish Government's Free Fees Initiative, the tuition fees for certain full-time undergraduate students is 
paid by the Irish Government to Trinity College Dublin/RIAM. To be eligible, a student must
• be a first-time undergraduate student studying a full-time course of at least two years' duration
• be of EU nationality or have official refugee status
• have been resident in an EU member state for at least three years before their entry to an approved course

4. Fees Grant (Student contribution charge) 
For entry in 2022, this will amount to €3,000. This is an annual fee (subject to change) and must be paid by all 
students. EU students in receipt of a fee grant will have this paid by SUSI.   EU students are entitled to apply 
for grant aid under the student contribution charge. To secure this grand aid students must apply to Student 
Universal Support Ireland   (SUSI) to determine their eligibility for grant aid. For Further information www.susi.ie 

5. Maintenance Grant Scheme under living costs 
This grant help students with students living costs while studying. The Higher Education grant provides means-
tested grants to eligible students who are pursuing approved courses at undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 
Students should apply directly to SUSI at www.susi.ie 

To apply for scholarship/funding, complete the application for admissions at riam.ie

Ireland's 
Newest 
Campus
Delivering a World-Class 
Music Conservatoire for 
Ireland
The new RIAM Campus opens in September 
2022, doubling the number of teaching and 
practice rooms, provide new and enhanced 
facilities, and create a space for collaboration 
to flourish.

Ireland’s new home for music education.

300 SEAT RECITAL HALL
This hall will be the first in Ireland primarily devoted to chamber music and small 
ensemble and its state of the art acoustics and design will match the highest 
international standards. From a student perspective, the opportunity to perform in 
a venue of this quality is unsurpassed.

OPERA STUDIO
An opera studio space, with floor measurements to match a typical opera stage 
and a ceiling height to optimize acoustics will provide a stunning home for opera 
rehearsal on site.

SONIC ARTS HUB
The bespoke Sonic Arts Hub will include a state-of-the-art recording studio and 
all the latest technology to develop student skills and facilitate next generation 
electro-acoustic composition.

LIBRARY & RESEARCH HUB
The new RIAM Library will become a vital resource for researchers, practitioners 
and students. This will provide a cutting-edge learning hub for our full-time gradu-
ate-level students and, for junior students, a bespoke ‘zoned area’ for homework 
and private study.

I chose the RIAM because of the 
incredible Faculty who always want 
the very best for each and every 
student. Due to RIAM’s smaller 
class sizes you get more one-to-one 
time with your teacher, and more 
performance opportunities, which is 
invaluable.

Tara McNeill, Celtic Woman Violinist

I chose the RIAM because there are 
so many past and present highly 
experienced members of our national 
orchestras on staff. I knew these 
tutors could help me make my dream 
a reality because they had done it 
themselves.

Sinéad Farrell, RTÉ NSO

I wished to receive a great education 
in an English-speaking country. 
Ireland is also a very friendly place. 
I practise hard but also have a good 
group of friends to help me enjoy my 
life in Ireland.

Soo-Jung Ann, Telekom Beethoven 
Competition Winner

It was a very bespoke, tailored, one-
on-one experience in all my lectures 
which was just incredible. I think it 
enabled everyone in my class to 
discover their musical voice and what 
was uniquely special about them very 
quickly.

Fiachra Garvey, Concert Pianist

http://www.susi.ie
http://www.susi.ie


Contact us

For any application questions, please 
contact thirdlevel@riam.ie.

The RIAM Admissions Team are here to help with any 
queries you may have

#IamRIAM
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I wanted to study as a full-time student at the RIAM because I knew 
that I would receive the highest level of tuition from teachers who 
are passionate about what they do, and get access to world-class 

performers through masterclasses. Being in a small class meant 
that I received a vast number of performance opportunities in 

great venues.  It was this that really helped me to get ready for a  
performing career.’ 

Finghin Collins 
BA in Music Performance & Winner of the 

Clara Haskil International Piano Competition


